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The Honorable Mac Thornberry The Honorable Rodney Frelinghuysen
Chairman Chairman
House Armed Services Committee House Defense Appropriations Subcommittee
2216 Rayburn House office Building H-405, The Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515
The Honorable Adam Smith The Honorable Peter Visclosky
Ranking Member Ranking Member
House Armed Services Committee House Defense Appropriations Subcommittee
2216 Rayburn House Office Building H-405, The Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515
Gentlemen:

We are strong supporters and have profound admiration for our country’s National Guard.
Transferring Apache helicopters from the National Guard to the Active Army and reducing
Army National Guard end-strength and Full-Time Support could cause irreversible damage to
the National Guard. It could also cause serious harm to our national security. The Commission
on the Future of the Army reports out next February and Congress must have time to review their
findings and respond appropriately.

The National Guard is battle-tested and combat proven—an indispensable, operational force
throughout thirteen years of constant conflict. In the true spirit of the Citizen-Soldier, New York
Guardsmen were among the first responders at the World Trade Center on 9/11. Since then, the
National Guard has filled every request for forces with over 760,000 individuals mobilized for
overseas operations.

With more than fifty percent of its soldiers having combat experience, today’s Army National
Guard is more capable, more experienced, and more rapidly deployable than ever in our nation’s
history. They are interchangeable with the Active Army and stand strong as our nation’s
strategic hedge against unforeseen world events.

Congress established the Commission on the Future of the Army to ensure we have all of the
information needed to make informed and responsible decisions. We must allow the
Commission to report its recommendations without presupposition. Allowing changes to the
National Guard prior to the Commission’s report defeats the entire purpose of the Commission.
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America’s security is our top priority. Protecting the capabilities of the National Guard is vitally
important to that security. As the FY16 National Defense Authorization and Appropriations bills
are conferenced, we ask you to halt the transfer of Apaches from the Army National Guard and
stop reductions in Army Guard end-strength and Full-Time Support until FY 17. This will
ensure Congress has sufficient time to review all recommendations and to thoughtfully deliberate
the issues before making a final decision on matters critical to national Security.

Sincerely,
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Kay Granger Steve Womack
Michael Capuano Keith Rothfus
Martha McSally Ander Crenshaw
Henry Cuellar Chaka Fattah
Tom Cole Rob Brady
Michael McCaul Mario Diaz Balart
Mark Veasy Tim Ryan
John Yarmuth Tom Marino
David Roe David McKinley
Scott DesJarlais Ralph Abraham
Ted Lieu Jackie Walorski
Joseph Pitts David Rouzer
Denny Heck Ryan Costello
Richard Hudson Patrick Meehan
Ann Wagner Filemon Vela

Glenn Grothman

Evan Jenkins

Tom Emmer Mark Takai
Paul Gosar Blake Farenthold
Luke Messer Bill Flores
Stacey Plaskett Kevin Cramer
Randy Weber Tim Walz
Ted Yoho Earl Blumenauer
Todd Young Jason Smith
Cheri Bustos David joyce
Larry Buschon Kenny Marchant
Steve Stivers Dan Benishek
Mark Meadwos David Young
Ann Kirkpatrick Garret Graves
Rod Blum Michelle Lujan Grisham
Mia Love Brad Ashford
Alan Lowenthal Ryan Zinke

Lou Barletta
John Moolenaar
Glenn Thompson
Bruce Westerman

Ann Kuster

Robert Dold

Debbie Dingell
Brendan Boyel
Erik Paulsen
Joyce Beatty
Jim Bridenstein
Bill Posey




Diane Black

Sander Levin

Pat Tiberi Brenda Lawrence
Scott Perry Roger Williams
Sean Dufty CW Boustany

Bill Huizinga Sam Graves
Ruben Gallego Ed Perlmutter
Adam Kinzinger John Carney
French Hill Trey Gowdy
Alex Mooney Trent Kelly
Matthew Cartwright Zoe Lofgren
Richard Nugent Rodney Davis
David Jolly Bill Johnson
Rick Crawford Michael Honda
Todd Rokita Grace Napolitano
Dan Newhouse Mark Takano
Susan Brooks Ami Bera
Dave Loebsack Raul Labrador
Reid Ribble Billy Long
Ron Kind Kyrsten Sinema
Andy Barr Joe Barton
Peter Defazio John Mica
Pete Olson Greg Walden
Danny Davis Fred Upton
Thomas Rooney Jerry Mcnerney
Bobby Rush Ruben Hinojosa
Marcy Kaptru Sheila Jackson-Lee
Louie Gohmert Jason Chaffetz
Charles Dent [leana Ros-Lehtinen
John Duncan Steve King
Collin Peterseon Mark Sanford
Anna Eshoo Mike Thompson
Cedric Richmond Will Hurd
Mike Doyle Brian Babin
Chuck Fleischmann Thomas Massie
Robert Pittenger Mark Pocan
Steven Palazzo Bob Gibbs
Frank Guinta John Ratcliffe
Chris Stewart Candice Miller
Mark Walker Tom Rice
Ted Poe

Gregg Harper




Ron DeSantis Paul Ryan
Kurt Schrader Cynthia Lummis
Trent Franks Tim Walberg
Blaine Luetkemeyer Tom Graves
Mike Coffman Robert Latta
Andre Carson Stephen Fincher
Randy Hultgren Gene Green
Eddie Bernice Johnson Paul Tonko
Wm. Lacy Clay James Sensenbrenner
John Shimkus Adrian Smith
Frank Lucas Emanuel Cleaver
Marlin Stutzman Walter B. Jones
Kristi Noem Bob Goodlatte
Mick Mulvaney Peter Welch
Steve Cohen Martha Blackburn
Michael Fitzpatrick Bill Shuster
Stephen Lynch John Culberson
Richard Nolan Tim Murphy
Matt Salmon Mike Simpson
Michale Burgess Sam Johnson
Jim Jordan Mike Kelly
Suzanne Bonamici Doug Collins
Earl Buddy Carter Elijah Cummings
Ben R. Lujan Joe Wilson
Mike Bost Barry Loudermilk



